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More than 65 U.S. Colleges and Universities Support Legal Challenge to New Unlawful Presence Policy 
 
Contact: Miriam Feldblum 
mfeldblum@presidentsimmigrationalliance.org 
 
65 institutions of higher education and one higher education system Board, most of which are also 
member institutions of the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration, have signed onto 
an amicus brief filed today supporting a legal challenge to recent immigration policy changes regarding 
the calculation of “unlawful presence” for holders of F, J, or M visas. The brief urges the federal court to 
grant the plaintiffs’ motion for a preliminary injunction.  

This “friend of the court” brief presents compelling evidence of how “international students and 
scholars add immeasurable value to the educational environment of all host institutions,” “are a key 
reason why American colleges and universities are the world’s leading destination for higher learning,” 
and “bring significant benefits to the U.S. economy.” The brief explains that “the USCIS’s new 
‘backdating’ rule introduces considerable uncertainty into the calculation of unlawful presence and 
needlessly exposes international students to devastating reentry bans,” and that the “new rule will harm 
international students and scholars, as well as the institutions which host them.” The brief notes “the 
USCIS’ new backdating rule will likely result in fewer international students, scholars, and instructors 
contributing to our communities.”  
 
Representing the institutions, the law firm Jenner & Block prepared and filed the amicus brief for the 
case of Guilford College, et al., v. Kirstjen Nielsen in the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of 
North Carolina, with the assistance of local counsel Poyner Spruill. 
 
“International students and scholars are vital members of our campus communities and important 
contributors to our nation,” said John J. DeGioia, Georgetown University President and Presidents’ 
Alliance Steering Committee Member. “The talents, perspectives, insights, and passion to serve our 
world that they bring our campus communities benefits our nation and contributes to the common good 
that we all share.”   
 
The college and university signatories represent a broad coalition of institutions and come from 24 
states and the District of Columbia.  Located in communities spanning the political spectrum and ranging 
from urban centers to rural farm areas, collectively they teach and employ millions of people. The 
signatories include large public universities, private research universities, small liberal arts colleges, and 
expansive community colleges. 
 
About the President’s Alliance 
The non-partisan Presidents' Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration brings together college and 
university leaders committed to increasing public understanding of how immigration policies and 
practices impact our students, campuses and communities, supporting policies that create a welcoming 
environment for immigrant, undocumented and international students on our campuses, and identifying 
and sharing best practices. The Alliance is comprised of over 420 presidents and chancellors of public 
and private colleges and universities, enrolling over four million students in 41 states, D.C. and Puerto 
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2 Colleges and Universities Join in Amicus Brief Supporting Legal Challenge to ULP 

 
Rico.  The Presidents’ Alliance invites college and university presidents and chancellors who endorse the 
principles in the Alliance’s Founding Statement to join the Alliance.  
 
List of institutions joining the amicus brief:  
  
 

● Adler University 
● Amherst College 
● Arizona State University 
● Barnard College 
● Bennington College 
● Boston University 
● Brown University 
● Bucknell University 
● California Community Colleges Board of 

Governors 
● California Institute of Technology 
● Case Western Reserve University 
● Christian Brothers University 
● Clark University 
● Columbia University 
● Cornell College 
● Cornell University 
● Dartmouth College 
● Drexel University 
● Duke University 
● Eastern Michigan University 
● Emerson College 
● Emory University 
● Franklin & Marshall College 
● George Washington University 
● Georgetown University 
● Gettysburg College 
● Goucher College 
● Harvard College (President and Fellows 

of Harvard College) 
● Illinois Institute of Technology 
● Macalester College 
● Manhattanville College 
● Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
● Menlo College 

● Middlebury College 
● Mills College 
● Mount Holyoke College 
● New York University 
● Northeastern University 
● Northwestern University 
● Pomona College 
● Princeton University 
● Rhode Island School of Design 
● Rhodes College 
● Rice University 
● Rochester Institute of Technology 
● Roosevelt University 
● Rutgers University-Newark 
● Sarah Lawrence College 
● Smith College 
● Southeastern University 
● Stanford University 
● Swarthmore College 
● The Pennsylvania State University 
● Trinity Washington University 
● Tufts University 
● University of Denver (Colorado 

Seminary) 
● University of Michigan 
● University of Pennsylvania 
● University of San Diego 
● University of Southern California 
● University of Utah 
● Vanderbilt University 
● Washington University in St. Louis 
● Wellesley College 
● Williams College 
● Yale University 
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